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Background 

Following the establishment of Intersessional Group on Programme of Measures (IG PoM) in June 2014, a 
draft joint document on regional coordination of Programmes of Measures was developed and made 
available on 23 February 2015. Annex 1 of the document provides an overview of possible measures under 
consideration in HELCOM Contracting Parties. Such a list has been updated (8 October) with most recent 
information as provided by Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia and 
Sweden on plans concerning national measures for achieving good status of their marine waters.  

The updated (8 October) Annex 1 on overview of possible measures under consideration in HELCOM 
Contracting Parties is presented as Attachment 1. 

 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information and consider it for the finalization of the draft joint 

document on regional coordination of Programmes of Measures. 

 

http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Baltic%20sea%20action%20plan/DraftJointDocRegionalPoM.pdf


 

 

Updated Annex 1 of the “Joint document of regional coordination 

of Programmes of Measures in the Baltic Sea area“ 
 

Annex 1 Overview of possible measures under consideration in 

HELCOM Contracting Parties  
Status: 8 October 2015 

Russia informed that they will not be able to provide any input at this time 

Sweden informed that document contains the latest available information on the planned Swedish 

measures. 

 

Contracting 

Party 

New measures under discussion for inclusion in national 

programmes of measures 

Relevant 

associated 

policies 

Inputs of nutrients and organic matter Chapter 4.1 

Denmark Development of an administrative basis for nutrient discharges 

from aquaculture in Danish open waters 
 

Estonia Nutrient load reductions still needed in 2014 to reach 

HELCOM country-wise reduction targets  

- Promoting the use of LNG as ship fuel 

- Stopping of dumping of sewage water from ships 

directly to the Baltic Sea, including establishing 

capacity of the wastewater intake from cruising ships 

in harbours. 

- Additional nutrient hazardous substance and litter 

inflow reductions from stormwater directly to the sea 

– the construction of stormwater sewerage and 

treatment systems. 

- Establishing sustainable conditions for growth in 

aquaculture production, improving spatial planning 

for aquaculture, preventing conflicts between 

aquaculture and environment through the 

development of regional plans 

 

Finland Numerous measures for reducing nutrient loads from land will 

be included in the WFD River Basin Management plans in 

2015. For the remaining load reduction needs the Finnish 

MSFD PoM includes eight measures: 

 Action to increase nutrient recycling 

 Action to improve the environmental compensation 

system in agriculture  

 

Attachment 1



 

 

 Promote the use of fodder produced from Baltic Sea 

region’s ingredients as fish meal in aquaculture 

 Pilot projects for recovery of riverine habitats with 

sensitive marine organisms  

 Spreading of gypsum to farmed areas in order to bind 

phosphorus to soil and prevent its leaching to waterways 

 Action regarding Baltic’s endogenous nutrient stocks 

 Promotion of NECA decision in IMO 

Promotion of use of LNG as vessel fuel and building of the 

necessary infrastructure 

Germany1 Nutrient load reductions still needed in 2014 to reach 

HELCOM country-wise reduction targets  

For ongoing quantification see LOAD initiative 

Measures under discussion for national PoM 

 Measures on waterborne landbased inputs under WFD 

(WFD PoM under review) 

 Measures on water- and airborne landbased inputs under 

Nitrate Directive (national Ordinance under review) 

 For remaining loads, discussion of the need for any 

additional actions relating to waterborne inputs. For the 

reduction of atmospheric inputs are under discussion: 

 Promoting measures to reduce NOX inputs from shipping 

 (retrofit programme SRC, financial support for use of LNG 

(gas) and associated infrastructure on land); 

 Support the designation of a NECA in the North and Baltic 

Seas 

 

Latvia2  Establishment of green buffer zones along rivers and 

draining-ditches in agricultural lands; 

 Establishment of artificial mussel farms to reduce impacts 

of municipal WWTPs or for local positive effects on 

important protected areas; 

 Increase of monitoring intensity to reduce uncertainty; 

 Carry out research to quantify loads from forestry (timber 

cutting) and to develop effective measures for loads 

reduction. 

 

Lithuania  Carry out a feasibility study on additional removal of 

biogenic substances from wastewater discharged from 

treatment plants using bioaccumulation mechanisms 

(phytoplankton biomass growth) in order to reduce the 

introduction of biogenic substances to the sea.  

 

                                                           
1 State of play of March 2015. Proposal for public consultation 1.04.-30.09.2015. 

2 Proposed new measures, not adopted yet and subject to public consultation. 



 

 

 Dredge the channel at Panemunė to increase the 

sedimentation of outwash material in the Nemunas River 

valley in order to expand the areas where denitrification 

processes can take place to reduce the extent of 

eutrophication.  

 Carry out a feasibility study on the zebra mussels 

(Dreissena polymorpha) growing and collection methods 

for the removal of biogenic substances from the Curonian 

Lagoon and other water bodies by stimulating and 

increasing the intensity of denitrification processes in the 

waters of the Curonian Lagoon. The measure is aimed at 

reducing the input of biogenic substances, which 

contribute to eutrophication, to the sea.  

 Carry out a feasibility study to analyse the possibilities of 

phytoplankton biomass collection in the waters of the 

Curonian Lagoon using floating gear and disposing of the 

collected biomass in bioreactors, using for 

agrotechnological needs or other purposes. The measure 

is aimed at reducing the input of biogenic substances, 

which contribute to eutrophication, to the sea. 

 Investigative monitoring: expand the range of research 

indicators (nitrogen and phosphorus forms, total and 

dissolved organic carbon) and supplement monitoring 

procedures (frequency of C, N and P parameter 

determination) in the monitoring points of Klaipėda Strait. 

 Carry out a feasibility study to determine seasonal trends 

in nitrogen fixation, denitrification and cyanotoxin 

production processes, distribution and extent of build-up, 

analyse the impact of biological processes on the balance 

of biogenic substances in the Curonian Lagoon and 

describe the effect of these processes on changes in the 

GES indicators in the marine area. 

Poland New measures under consideration: 

 Promotion of NECA decision in IMO 

 Developing and promoting measures to use of LNG (gas) by 

the ships 

 Introducing a ban on the airdrop on the area of the Baltic 

Sea on raw sanitary sewers from passenger liners 

 

Russia -  

Sweden Measures proposed for national PoM:  

Measures to a large extent included in the WFD PoMs in 2015. 

The estimate of the quantity of load reductions that will be 

achieved indicates that no further nutrient load reductions are 

needed to reach HELCOM country-wise reduction targets. 

 



 

 

New measures under consideration to reach eutrophication 

targets:  

- Analysis of possibilities for managing internal nutrient 

loads  in the sea (technical, others) locally in areas 

especially affected by eutrophication (including Baltic 

Proper) 

- Investigate options to encourage net uptake of N and P 

from marine waters through cultivation and harvest of 

"blue catch crops", in areas that do not reach good 

environmental status.  

- Stimulating aquaculture providing no net load to the 

surrounding waters, in marine areas which do not reach 

good status. 

Inputs of synthetic and non-synthetic contaminants and systematic and/or 

intentional release of substances  

Chapter 4.2 

Denmark -  

Estonia - Enhancing the capacity in response of oil spill 

- Bringing bunkering to harbours to reduce environmental 

risks 

 

Finland Measures on waterborne landbased inputs under WFD River 

Basin Management Plans 

Proposals in MSFD PoM include: 

 Screening of pharmaceuticals in marine environment 

 Assessment of loads of dioxins and furans entering the 

Baltic Sea via River Kymijoki 

 

Germany3  Measures on waterborne land-based inputs under WFD 

(WFD PoM under review) 

 Criteria and incentive systems for environmentally friendly 

ships  

 Requirements for the discharge and disposal of scrubbing 

waters from exhaust treatment on board ships  

 Preventing and combating marine pollution – improving 

maritime emergency preparedness and response 

 Management of dumped munitions 

 

Latvia4 Under consideration. Research to bridge the knowledge gap.  

Lithuania  To ensure control of the implementation of the MARPOL 

Annex VI requirements concerning the limitation of 

sulphur content in marine fuel to 0.1% l, including fuel 
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sampling and analysis, as prescribed by Commission 

Implementing Decision (EU) 2015/253. 

 To implement the requirements for recreational marine 

engine emissions specified in Directive 2013/53 EU 

(effective as from 2016). 

 To carry out observations from the air according to 

HELCOM recommendations to determine accidental 

releases of oil and other chemical substances into the 

Baltic Sea.  

 To assess the provisions of the 2000 Protocol of the 

International Convention on Liability and Compensation 

for Damage in Connection with the Carriage of Hazardous 

and Noxious Substances by Sea (HNS Convention) and to 

initiate its ratification, if necessary, since the 1996 HNS 

Convention will not enter into force without this Protocol. 

 To revise national regulatory documents (LAND 46A-2000 

which is currently in force) to include the latest 

information on hazardous substances according to 

HELCOM CORESET II (observing Directive 2013/39/ES, 

draft HELCOM guidelines). 

 To carry out monitoring of new hazardous substances and 

environmental quality assessment according to sediment 

and biota (observing Directive 2013/39/ES, draft HELCOM 

guidelines) within the framework of the State 

Environmental Monitoring Programme. 

 To prepare a pilot study on the prevalence of organic 

pollutants, such as phthalates, (di(2-ethylhexyl) 

phthalates), octylphenols, phenols (4-(1,1',3,3'-

tetramethyl-butyl)-phenol) and chloroalkanes C10-C13, 

and their removal by optimising wastewater treatment 

plants. 

 To strengthen the dissemination of information, by 

various modern means, on hazardous pollutants and their 

effects on the environment and human health and 

environmentally-friendly treatment methods. 

 To carry out regular investigations of chemical munition 

dumped in the Baltic Sea and about its potential 

environmental impact, to take part in international 

activities with the aim to share experience, to evaluate 

gathered data about impact of chemical munition, to plan 

coordinated actions in the Baltic Sea region. 

Poland Measures on waterborne landbased inputs under WFD River 

Basin Management Plans.  

Under consideration: 

 Ratify and implement the International Convention for the 

Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and 

Sediments. 

 



 

 

 Analysis of threats to the marine environment shipwreck 

Stuttgart together with an analysis of the existing 

technologies of recycling of threats and their use. 

 Pilot actions associated with reducing risks to the marine 

environment shipwreck Stuttgart, together with testing 

and then with the industrial implementation of selected 

technologies of recycling risks. 

 Industrial actions in reducing the risks to the marine 

environment shipwreck Stuttgart together with industrial 

implementation of the technology chosen by removing the 

threat disposal and recycling of contaminated land or 

produce tomb at the bottom of the Gulf of Gdansk. 

 Assessment of the extent of environmental hazards 

resulting from wrecks on the seabed. 

 Preparing waste management plan from oil spills caused 

by maritime accidents. 

 Supporting actions in international forums on minimizing 

the impact of water coming out of exhaust after treatment 

systems. 

 Restricting the marine waters paraffins and derivatives. 

Russia -  

Sweden Mainly measures under WFD PoM.  

New measures proposed:  

- Improve accessibility and availability of existing data on 

polluted sediments. 

- Investigation on which hazardous substances need to be 

monitored in outgoing water from sewage plants, analysis 

of the need for implementing limit values, plus providing 

guidance on how  to assess risk of exceeding 

environmental quality standards as a basis for taking 

measures.  

- Investigate presence and causes of TBT in marine areas, as 

a basis for reviewing the sufficiency of existing measures 

to prevent further spreading, especially as regards ships 

and ports, and propose (as needed) new measures, 

possibly including national guidance.  

- Guidance on methodologies for investigations, 

responsibilities and risk assessment as regards polluted 

sediments. Analysis of the need for limit values. Identifying 

biological sediment tests suitable in the regions (especially 

the Baltic Sea).  

 

Accidental pollution  Chapter 4.3 

Denmark -  

Estonia No additional measures planned  



 

 

Finland - Cut risk of oil spills by improving effectiveness of 

monitoring STS measures in Finland’s territorial waters 

- Improve vessel traffic safety with the eNavigation 

strategy’s Intelligent waterways concept 

- Development of a program to enhance the prevention of 

marine environmental accidents 

- Development of a national action plan for the assessment 

of the ecological consequences of chemical accidents from 

vessels 

 

Germany5 - Preventing and combating marine pollution – improving 

maritime emergency preparedness and response 

(including promotion of international actions to prohibit 

the introduction of paraffin and similar substances from 

tankers into the sea) 

 

Latvia6 -  

Lithuania  To assess the provisions of the Protocol on Preparedness, 

Response and Co-operation to Pollution Incidents by 

Hazardous and Noxious Substances (OPRC-HNS Protocol 

2000) and initiate its ratification, if necessary. 

 To revise the procedure for addressing shipping 

irregularities and pollution from ships and related 

responsibilities: to create conditions for unavoidable 

responsibility for pollution and application of effective 

sanctions for violations amending the Law Amending 

Articles 7, 196, 197, 198(1), 198(2) and the Annex of the 

Criminal Code and Supplementing the Criminal Code with 

Article 270(3) (Draft Law No. XIIP-2617 has already been 

registered at the Seimas, the activities prohibited thereby 

are more clearly linked to the violation of the MARPOL 

requirements referred to in Directive 2005/35/ECs and the 

provisions on harmful effects are harmonised with the 

requirements of Directive 2005/35/EC). 

 To establish Baltic Sea rehabilitation center for marine 

animals rescuing and rehabilitating them after pollution 

incidents. 

 

Poland  Ratify and implement the International Convention for 

the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and 

Sediments. 

 

Russia -  

Sweden -  
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Spatial protection measures  Chapter 4.4 

Denmark  D1/D6: Proposal for establishment of new MPAs with 

restrictions on bottom trawling, dredging and extraction of 

non-living resources in Kattegat 

 D1/D6:  Investigation of the possible need for designation of 

new MPAs in the North Sea and the Baltic Sea 

 D1/D6:  Restriction of bottom trawling around reefs in N2000 

areas 

 D1/D6: Focus on biogenic reefs (definition and identification) 

 D6: mapping of reefs and sandbanks in MPAs 

 

Estonia  Measures to restrain high speed vessel waves (restrictions 

in specific marine areas, If impact reduction needed) 

 

Finland  Action to make conservation within MPAs more effective  

(See also measures under “Conservation, restoration and 

reintroduction of species”) 

 

Germany7 - Inclusion of species and biotopes that define the value of 

an ecosystem in national MPA ordinances 

- Measures to protect migratory species in marine areas 

 

Latvia8 Research in potential MPAs.  

Lithuania Review the National Environment Monitoring Programme and 

add requirements to monitor zoobenthos in rocky bottom 

habitats, monitoring of phytobenthos, monitoring of the reef 

habitat (1170) included in the NATURA 2000 network and to 

ensure the monitoring of these indicators in the Baltic Sea. 

 

Poland No new measures under consideration so far.  

Russia -  

Sweden Sweden has adopted a target of 10 percent (of the total 

marine area) protected marine areas to 2020, representative 

and ensuring connectivity.  

Existing measure: National Strategy for developing marine 

spatial protection in SE. 

New measures proposed:  

- Following the above strategy, proposing and establishing 

new protected areas with a geographic extent and 

suitable management in order for the spatial protection 

to also support MSFD GES.  

- In MPA:s (new/existing), including appropriate 

management measures, as needed to reach good 

environmental status according to MSFD 
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 Developing methods for streamlined and coherent work 

with management plans, ensuring that information 

needed to assess and manage the MPA network is 

available. 

Conservation, restoration and reintroduction of species Chapter 4.5 

Denmark -  

Estonia  The establishment of marine protected area network in 

the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) 

 Setting temporary fishing restrictions in the ecologically 

and biologically important areas for fish populations 

(mainly to protect spawning grounds and migration to the 

spawning grounds) and inventory and update of size limits 

for fish in commercial fishing 

 Development and implementation of management plan 

for ringed seal 

 Reducing of fishing capacity according the conditions of 

GES 

 

Finland  Action to make conservation within MPAs more effective  

 Development of conservation plans for threatened species 

and habitats 

 Action to protect important key habitats 

 Development and implementation of measures to protect 

the Baltic Sea ringed seal 

 Implement measures to improve local flow conditions in 

coastal areas 

 

Germany9 - Inclusion of species and biotopes that define the value of 

an ecosystem in national MPA ordinances. 

 Measures to protect migratory species in marine areas 

 

Latvia10 -  

Lithuania  Supplement the National Environment Monitoring 

Programme and implement the fish community status 

monitoring programme according to the HELCOM 

standards in the Curonian Lagoon, the spread area of the 

Curonian Lagoon waters in the Baltic Sea and the 

nearshore of the Baltic Sea. 

 Carry out a study aimed at assessing the impact of 

measures of the programme for exiting the fishing 

business on the nearshore fish community and reduce, as 

needed, the total number of fishing efforts in the 

Curonian Lagoon and nearshore waters of the Baltic Sea 

 

                                                           
9 State of play of March 2015. Proposal for public consultation 1.04.-30.09.2015. 

10 Proposed new measures, not adopted yet and subject to public consultation. 



 

 

by at least 5% by 2020 compared to the period of 

assessment of the fish community status (2009–2011). 

 Exercise adequate control of Order No D1-621 of the 

Minister of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania of 

15 July 2010 approving the methodology for the 

estimation of damage done to species protected in 

Lithuania and their habitats applying the methodology to 

birds killed by fishing gear as well.  

 To develop and implement a monitoring programme for 

wintering seabirds and oiled birds (covering the 

Lithuanian Economic Zone)  

 To harmonise the said Bird Monitoring Programme with 

the State Environmental Monitoring Programme and to 

carry out monitoring of the abundance of wintering 

seabirds and their distribution in Lithuanian marine 

waters (including the Lithuanian Economic Zone). 

 To revise the IBA selection criteria taking into account the 

latest information on the status of seabird populations. 

 To improve the licensing system for fishing in the Baltic 

Sea ensuring that licensed fishermen receive full and 

relevant information about the specific area for which the 

license has been issued, namely: information on the 

prohibition/restriction of fishing gear imposed in the 

relevant area protected by the state; information on the 

prohibition/restriction of fishing activities during certain 

periods set in the relevant area protected by the state, or 

on the restrictions of the use of other fishing gear (for 

example, the depth of its use). 

 To develop a system for objective monitoring (for 

example, using video registration) of seabird bycatch in 

fishing gear and data collection, processing and storage. 

Monitoring of seabird bycatch in commercial fishing gear 

should be followed by assessment of an impact of small-

mesh static nets; if necessary, restriction of fishing 

intensity using such nets should be proposed. 

 To introduce a mandatory requirement to register 

seabird bycatch in fishing gear in fishing documents, to 

ensure inventory and control of bird bycatch; to carry out 

educational activities on seabird bycatch issues. 

Poland No new measures under consideration so far.  

Russia -  

Sweden Measures proposed: 

 Framework for national programs of measures for marine 

threatened species and habitats; a first set of national 

programs proposed based on an analysis of 

species/habitats listed in the EU Directives, Regional Sea 

 



 

 

Conventions and national red lists. National coordination 

of the work. Recommendations regarding species and 

habitats from OSPAR and HELCOM will be taken into 

account in the work with developing the programs.  

 Specific programs aimed at developing methods and 

generating knowledge about certain species, habitats in 

cases where knowledge gaps substantially inhibit 

development of measures. National coordination of the 

work. 

 Guidance on how to treat the different aspects covered by 

MSFD in marine SEA/EIA has been proposed, which was 

identified as a need for D7 but also biodiversity and more. 

 Coordinated strategy for managing physical pressures and 

biological restoration in coastal waters (in coordination 

with WFD processes).  

 Developing methods for work with compensation and 

restoration in the marine environment.  

 Restoration of Zostera marina in the North sea coast 

(selected areas) 

Physical loss and damage of seabed habitats  Chapter 4.6 

Denmark  D1/D6: Development of an index for damage of seabed 

habitats 

 D6: Amendment of the Mineral Resources Act (e.g. 

encourage beneficial use of dredged material) 

 

Estonia No additional measures are currently planned  

Finland Bottom trawling is not an issue in Finland and two measures 

have been proposed to be included in the PoM: 

 Action to reduce harmful impacts from dredging 

 Development of a national plan for sand and stone 

substrate extraction 

In addition, there are measures under nature conservation 

measures that will contribute to reducing physical loss and/or 

damage on seabed habitats. 

 

Germany11 - System for hydromorphological and sedimentological 

information and analysis. 

- Environmentally sound management of marine sand and 

gravel resources for coastal protection in Mecklenburg-

Western Pomerania (Baltic Sea) 

 

Latvia12 Research to bridge the knowledge gap.  

                                                           
11 State of play of March 2015. Proposal for public consultation 1.04.-30.09.2015. 

12 Proposed new measures, not adopted yet and subject to public consultation. 



 

 

Lithuania  Review the regulations on the environmental impact 

assessment of the proposed economic activity and add the 

good environmental status indicators developed by the 

MSFD. 

 Review the National Environment Monitoring Programme 

and add requirements to monitor zoobenthos in rocky 

bottom habitats, monitoring of phytobenthos, monitoring 

of the reef habitat (1170) included in the NATURA 2000 

network and to ensure the monitoring of these indicators 

in the Baltic Sea. 

 Carry out research in order to determine the impact of 

fishing by bottom trawls on the sea bottom integrity and 

how this impact is reflected by the Benthic Quality Index 

(BQI). 

 

Poland  Determination of potential interference of 

hydromorphological elements by marine structures. 

 Identification of degraded areas of the seabed and 

remediation. 

 Assessment of the extent of environmental hazards 

resulting from wrecks on the seabed. 

 Use of the results of comprehensive guidelines for site 

selection methodology ecosystem depositing sediments in 

the ocean and coastal management of dumping sites in 

the Baltic Sea area. 

 

Russia -  

Sweden It has been concluded that there is a need for measures, such 

as fishing regulations, for certain marine habitats (reefs). But 

the nature type is not well documented. No specific measures 

have been proposed. Steps forward are described, including 

mapping these areas systematically, as a basis for planning of 

future measures.   

 

Selective extraction of species including incidental non-target catches Chapter 4.7 

Denmark -  

Estonia  Development of measures to promote economic use of 

low valued fish 

 

Finland  Evaluation of possibilities and needs to regulate coastal 

fisheries 

 Conservation of European grayling (Thymallus thymallus) 

 

Germany13 Continue to raise public awareness of sustainable, ecosystem-

compatible fisheries 
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Latvia14 -  

Lithuania  Provide biological data on commercial fish species to the 

International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) 

for the assessment of commercial fisheries resources and 

populations. 

 Implement long-term plans for the recovery and 

management of commercial fish species. 

 

Poland Development of by-catch monitoring of marine mammals and 

birds: obligation to provide information on marine mammals 

by-catch in logbooks, additionally, it is planned to develop SMS 

system to notify birds by-catches. 

 

Russia -  

Sweden New measures proposed:  

- New fishing regulations in order to protect particularly 

endangered coastal stocks within the national trawling 

limited area in Skagerrak and Kattegat. 

- New fishing regulations with the purpose of establishing 

more selective fisheries within the national trawling 

limited area in Skagerrak and Kattegat. 

- Fisheries regulations with the purpose of reducing 

pressure on those coastal stocks in need of improved 

protection. Relevant within the trawling limited area in 

Skagerrak, Kattegat and the Baltic Sea. 

- Investigations as regards areas where additional 

protected areas are needed, in the coastal area.  

- Investigations regarding the need for further temporal 

closures for certain fish species and certain time period 

of the year.  

 Adjustment of fishing fleet capacity to fishing 

opportunities for certain fleet segments 

 

Introduction of non-indigenous species  Chapter 4.8 

Denmark Development of guidelines for the aquaculture industry to 

prevent escape of non-indigenous species 

 

Estonia  Development of communication and information strategy 

regarding the topic of non-indigenous species 

 Ratification and implementation of Ballast Water 

Management Convention (BWMC) 

 

Finland Existing measures considered sufficient  
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Germany15 Measures in relation to non-indigenous species and pathways 

for their introduction in aquaculture and mariculture 

 

Latvia16 Research to bridge the knowledge gap, carry out assessment 

of impacts of invasive species on natural habitats and native 

species. 

 

Lithuania  Ratify the International Convention for the Control and 

Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments of 

2004 and lay down how the Convention should be 

implemented after the analysis of the current situation in 

Lithuania in relation to the cleaning of ballast water and 

sediments, assessment of the risk of non-indigenous 

species, preparation of monitoring requirements for 

Lithuanian ports and preparation of rules for the ships on 

the compliance with the Convention. 

 Prepare, approve and implement a specialised monitoring 

programme for non-indigenous species in the Baltic Sea 

according to the HELCOM requirements.  

 Prepare and approve a national document according to 

the IMO guidelines for the control and management of 

ships' biofouling to minimise the transfer of invasive 

aquatic species (according to resolution MEPC.207 (62)). 

 Carry out information campaigns for the public in order to 

reduce the abundance of the round goby (Neogobius 

melanostomus) population by promoting commercial 

round goby fishing and developing exports and domestic 

consumption of round goby fish product. 

 

Poland Ratify and implement the International Convention for the 

Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and 

Sediments 

 

Russia -  

Sweden New measures proposed:  

- Guidance for reducing spreading of alien species via 

biofouling management.  

- Knowledge building on methods for controlling or 

(possibly) reducing established invasive species through a 

pilot project 

- Development of tools for improving access to data on 

non-indigenous species 

 National warning- and response system, including alert 

plans, needed in order to facilitate early discovery of 

non-indigenous species 
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Inputs of litter  Chapter 4.9 

Denmark  Establish 2015 levels for marine litter 

 Reduction of littering through information campaigns 

 

Estonia  Improving the marking system of fishing nets to increase 

the capacity of surveillance and prevent the abandonment 

of fishing gear 

 Establishment of a nationally coordinated action plan for 

preventing the abandonment of fishing gear and the 

removal of lost and abandoned fishing nets and gear 

 Organising public awareness programmes and educational 

actions regarding marine litter. Organising litter collection 

in beaches and supporting litter collection programmes 

Reducing the use of single use plastic bags and packaging, 

supporting relevant publicity and educational (public 

awareness) actions  

 Establishing and implementing the action plan for coastal 

local municipalities to prevent and reduce marine litter 

 Establishing no-special-fee waste reception systems in 

harbours 

 

Finland  Comprehensive general research regarding marine litter, 

including setting targets and composing concrete 

measures 

 

Germany17 - Including the topic “marine litter” in learning goals, 

teaching plans and materials  

- Modification/substitution of products in a comprehensive 

life-cycle approach  

- Avoiding the use of primary microplastic particles 

- Reducing inputs of plastic litter e.g. plastic packaging, into 

the marine environment  

- Measures relating to lost and abandoned fishing nets and 

gear 

- Establishing the fishing for litter approach  

- Removing existing marine litter  

- Reducing amounts of plastic litter through local regulatory 

provisions  

 Reducing emissions and inputs of microplastic particles 

 

Latvia18  Establishment of deposit system; 

 Establishment of deposit system at shops and 

supermarkets in coastal areas; 

 Measures for permanent cut down on use of plastic bags; 
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 Encourage establishment of regular monitoring of waste 

and marine litter in coastal areas. Organizing public 

awareness and information actions, campaigns.  

 Carry out research to bridge the knowledge gap on 

microplastic particles in marine water column, to develop 

a system for assessment of ecological impacts of 

microparticles. 

Lithuania  To ensure effective compliance with the existing 

requirements on the management of litter from ships and 

shipping related litter by monitoring ships and giving more 

attention to recreational ships and fishing vessels.  

 To revise the no-special-fee system (Klaipėda Port Waste 

Management Plan) to include: waste paints, chemicals, 

batteries, fluorescent lamps, marine litter caught in fishing 

nets in the Baltic Sea. 

 To amend the Waste Management Regulations by 

excluding and defining marine litter, to develop special 

classifications for excluding marine litter from the general 

municipal waste stream. 

 To carry out monitoring of marine litter. 

 To arrange information campaigns (including international 

ones) on marine litter and its threats. To promote 

international cooperation of marine litter reduction 

issues.  

 To conduct a study on the pollution of the marine 

environment with litter in order to determine the ways of 

the entry of marine litter into the Lithuanian part of the 

Baltic Sea, to identify the types and amounts of litter, and 

to determine the damage caused to the marine 

ecosystem. 

 

Poland  Establishing no-special-fee waste reception systems.  

 Measures relating to lost and abandoned fishing nets and 

gear. 

 

Russia -  

Sweden Existing measure: Working for a Helcom Action Plan on Marine 

Litter (joint within BSR), and Implementing agreements from 

OSPAR RAP. 

New measures proposed:  

- Support for beach cleaning projects  

- Develop platform for collecting lost fishing gear at sea and 

prevent the loss of new fishing gear. 

- Information, campaigns in order to raise public awareness 

of the occurrence, impact and prevention of marine litter, 

and the link to consumer behavior. 

 



 

 

- Including a link to (causes of) marine litter in waste 

management plans (both on national and local level), and 

in the national waste prevention plan, in order to reduce 

the risk of land based waste streams becoming marine 

litter.  

Inputs of energy including underwater noise  Chapter 4.10 

Denmark  Management coordination measures: Establishment of 

coordination group on underwater noise consisting of 

involved national authorities. 

 Guideline for seismic investigations 

 Guideline for underwater noise – installation of impact-

driven piles 

 Investigate alternative technologies (seismic 

investigations) 

 

Estonia - Establishment of national register of impulsive sound  

Finland  Promoting decisions in IMO to reduce underwater noise 

from ships 

 Action to reduce impulsive sounds from underwater 

construction activities 

 Action to reduce underwater noise in general e.g. via 

information guidance 

 

Germany19 - Development and application of biological limit values for 

the impact of underwater noise on relevant species 

- Establishment of a register for impulsive noise and shock 

waves and of standardised mandatory reporting 

requirements  

- Noise mapping of German marine areas  

- Development and application of noise mitigation measures 

for the North and Baltic Seas 

- Development and application of threshold values for the 

introduction of heat  

 Development and application of ecologically sound lighting 

of offshore installations and accompanying measures 

 

Latvia20 Carry out research to bridge the knowledge gap.  

Lithuania  To draft regulatory documents on the registration and 

reduction of impulsive noise in the marine environment, 

including environmentally sensitive areas, important 

spawning grounds and important mammal areas. 

 To develop and implement a programme for the 

monitoring of noise in the marine environment and to 

 

                                                           
19 State of play of March 2015. Proposal for public consultation 1.04.-30.09.2015. 

20 Proposed new measures, not adopted yet and subject to public consultation. 



 

 

establish GES criteria according to the collected 

monitoring data. 

 To revise and supplement secondary legislation of the Law 

on Environmental Impact Assessment of Planned 

Economic Activities specifying assessment indicators for 

planned economic indicators in the Baltic Sea (underwater 

noise and other forms of energy). 

 To promote regional cooperation on the implementation 

of the Guidelines for the Reduction of Underwater Noise 

from Commercial Shipping to Address Adverse Impacts on 

Marine Life approved by Resolution MEPC.1/Circ.833 of 

the IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee, 1b. 

Poland No new measures under consideration so far.  

Russia -  

Sweden No new measure proposed for the MSFD PoM. However, next 

steps planned are described: Actions to be undertaken deal 

mainly with research and development of tools for 

management (for example within the BIAS project). 

 

Marine Spatial Planning --- 

Denmark -  

Estonia No additional measures are currently planned  

Finland  Inclusion of MPAs in MSPs  

Germany21 No MSP-specific measures are currently planned.  

Latvia22 To develop and adopt MSP for LV marine waters.  

Lithuania  Review the National Environment Monitoring Programme 

and add requirements to monitor zoobenthos in rocky 

bottom habitats, monitoring of phytobenthos, monitoring 

of the reef habitat (1170) included in the NATURA 2000 

network and to ensure the monitoring of these indicators 

in the Baltic Sea. 

 To develop and validate methodological requirements (for 

data collection, scope and quality, analysis and 

assessment methods, etc.) for the assessment of a 

potential impact of planned economic activity on seabirds. 

 

Poland Develop and adopt MSP for Polish marine waters.  

Russia -  

Sweden New measures under consideration:   

                                                           
21 State of play of March 2015.  Proposal for public consultation 1.04.-30.09.2015. 

22 Proposed new measures, not adopted yet and subject to public consultation. 



 

 

Probably no specific measures, but a text to say that in the 

upcoming Swedish MSP work, we need to pay special 

attention to aspects of importance to reach MSFD GES.  

Relating to descriptor D7 on hydrographic conditions, a 

measure has been proposed on guidance for coastal /marine 

spatial planning, taking into consideration the needs of specific 

importance to reach MSFD GES.  

As a general note, to facilitate the use of MSFD PoM as a basis 

for decisions in MSP, we should emphasize the need for spatial 

data in the MSFD work possibly in the planning of measures. 

 

Other 

Sweden: For responsible authorities to report on measures undertaken and their effect on the marine 

environment.  

Finland: In addition, Finland has a general measure on the development of relevant communication 

material. 
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